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We recognize the need of women for an open discussion
of sexual harassment-that is, intim idation-- and for
the negotiation of a new social contract with that
need in mind.
We recognize also the need of men for an open
discussion of identity harassment (targeting all men,
either now or in the remote past, with collective shame
or collective guilt for oppressing women and minority
groups) and for the negotiation of a new social contract
with that need in mind.
We lament the cunent undermining of a legal system
that took centuries to develop in ways that now protect
those accused of crimes from the potential tyranny of a
vastly more powerful state (by establishing the
presumption of innocence and assurance of due
process).

We lament more specifically the cunent tendency to
confuse justice (which relies on universally accepted
legal and moral principles and thus leads to
reconciliation) with revenge (which relies instead on
ideological principles and thus leads to the mobilization
of resentment.
We hope for a new social contract that would emerge
within the context of inter-sexual dialogue (which relies
on empathy, not resentment,) and which refrains, by
definition, from silencing either side.
We hope more specifically for genuine sexual equality,
which holds both sexes accountable for intimidating or
exploiting behavior, honors the distinctive contributions
of both sexes and promotes compassion for both sexes.

